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A brief Narrative of the flate of the Prote- 
| ſtants in Hungary, ec. 


T may juſtly be wondered, how ſo great a change in matters of Religion 
ſhould befall the Kingdom of Hungary, where the Proteſtant Religion was 
not only-ſo well ſctled in the year 1567. but alſo generally profeſt by the 
People (there having been ſcarce one in ten, before the late Perſecution, of 

the Romiſh Religlon)) even in all the great Towns (one or two only excepted) 
ſothat there were at leaft 2500' Proteſtant Chutches io that Kingdom; and the 
free exerciſe thereof eftabliſht by the Laws of the Land, and their Kingeſworn 
in their Coronation Oaths to maintain and preſerve the ſame. For the ſatisfaQti- 
on therefore of thoſe that deſire it, is the preſent Narrative ſent abroad, with 
a faithful Report of matter of fact, without any refletions vpon any, further 
than they. have concerned themſelves, in ating a part in this doleful Tragedy, ' 

Whea the Prelates and Jeſvits of that Nation ſaw no way, in many years, of 
overturning the Proteſtant Religion there, but by perſecution : they Rill ſoughe 
pretexts, to ingage their King, the Emperour of Germany, to perſecute rhe Pro» 
feflors, and eſpecially the Miniſters thereof. In the year therefore 16570. when 
aRebellion brake out; though the Heads thereof were known and profeſt Pa- 
piſts, (ſuch as Zereny Prince of Croatia, Earl Nadaſds Judge of the Hungarian 
Court, Earl Trangepan, Prince Rakgczy {Son to him of Tranjilvania, and Zere» 
mſon in. law) and the two Barkoczys (who ſince, having made their peace' 
with the Emperour, became great Perſecutors of the Proteſtants) with divers 0» 
thers, Noblemen and Gentlemen; and the Conteſts meerly about Civil Matters, 
and nothing relating to Religion: yet the Popiſh Clergy indeavoured to aſperſe 
the Proteſtants as guilty thereof, or to be at lealt Complices therein. And judg- / 
ing it a fit time now to put their deſigns in practiſe, when the Emperour had, up-' 
on the occaſion of the Rebellion, Garriſon'd all the ſtrong places of the Natjon' 
with German Souldjers; they began to accuſe, firſt fome of the Nobles and beſt ' 
quality, that were the greateſt Patrons of the Proteſtants, as guilty of Rebellion, 
impriſooing the Perſons of ſuch as would not fly, or could not eſcape them, ant | 
coofiſcating their Eſtates; and afterwards the generality of the Geatry' and * 
Citizens, that were Principal Members of the Proteſtant Churches, under the# 
command of the Emperar. The reſt feeing their innocent Neighbours, "arid cl 
ven ſuch as never medledwith Publick Aﬀairs, ſo dealt wichal, were fo affriglited,' 
that they choſe rather to ſave themſelves by flight, than yield themſelves to-the'/ 
fury of the Perſecutors, | | +7080. 200M 
{ The, Principel. Proteſtants. being thus removed by improfoniment” and- flight,” - 
the perſecuting Glergy:then fell upon. the: Miniſters; arrflng foay"of che ie} | 
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and violently taking, in ſeveral places, where thought beſt, the Churcheg 
-and Schools into their hands; till at length making no difference betwixt 
The pretended Rebels and others, -their deſign plainly appeared to be the rooting 
out of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Profeflors thereof, Which ſo increaſed 
the numbers of thoſe that fled, and thoſe that complained of their-Confiſcations 
and Perſecutions , that frequent Tumults aroſe and great Confuliva throughout 
the Kingdom. [nfomuch that by the inſolent carriage, great outrages, and exacti. 
ons of the German Souldiers, on the one hand; and the centinual and violent 
Perſecution from the Popiſh Clergy on the other; the People were ſo inraged, 
and the number of the perſecuted and opprefſed ſo great, that not only.the Ty. 
mults increaſed, but at length they _— to take up Arms, to- aſlcst their 
lawful Liberties, the year'after the German Army came into the Kingdom ; It 
being contrary to the Laws of the Land,that any forreiga Army ſhould be brought 
in, or kept there. : 

: As therefore it's.evident, that the Rebellion, which was both begun and car- 
ried oa by the Papiſts, could be no juſt cauſe for perſecuting the Proteſtants: 
ſo is it well known, that though the Peoples ſufferings. were ſo great, and the 
Laws ofthe Land ſo manifeſtly violated by a forreign Army, as occafion'd the 
after Tumults and taking vp Arms; yet chat the teath parr of the Proteſtants 
of the Kingdom neither conſented thereto, nor joined with them at firſt, but 
on the contrary oppoſcd them, as in particular thoſe of Phileky, whereof 50 
were ſlain.. 

The Kingdom. being in this Combuſtion, and the flames of a Civil War 
broke forth, the Adverſaries of the Proteſtants, that they might allay the pre- 
ſcat, and prevent the future miſchicfs they feared would follow from theſe 
irregular proceedings, refolved to proceed in a. more ſeemingly, at leait, legal 
way.. The Archbilhop therefore of Strigonswum, Lord Lieftenant of Hungary, in 
the year 1673. cited ſome of the Proteitant Miniſters and Schoolmaſters, that 
lived under the comman4 of the Emperour, to appear at Presburg the 2 5th of 
| September : and finding the ſucceſs thereof in the ſurpriſal, and roo ſudden com-: + 
pliance of ſeveral that were cited, proceeded in February. and March following, 
to-cite almoſt all the reſt of the Proteſtant Miniſters and School-maſters in the' 
_ Kingdom, to appear before him in the aforeſaid City of Presburg, the 5th and- 

x5th of the ſame Month of March; upon the pretence of 'their conſpiring with 
the Rebels, and that they muſt anſwer ſuch things, as were to- be laid to theit 
charge. Of thoſe that were ſummoned, ſuch as lived under the Turks the V*- 
fer Baſſa of Buda forbad their apprzarance, and they obeyed his Commands : but- 
thoſe that were only Tributaries to the Twrks, and lived under the Govern- 
ment and Laws of the King of Hungary, as well as thoſe that were ſolely under” 
his Power and Authority, reſolved to ovey the Citation ; and therefore ficcord-- 
ingly appearedin great numbers, That ſo they might publickly before God and the: 
World decſire their innoceacy,, and wipe of ſo foul an aſperſion, as that of 
Rebellion, And that thereby they might ſhew their loyalty and fidelit to the- 

jog of Hunger), whoſe Subjects they were (though moſt of. them Tributirics 
__ othe 7whkgd and their obedicnce to the Laws of the Kingdom, which Rrict-' 
Ss he | | ly 
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f require, that thoſe that are cited ſhould appear.” They alfo hoped h F 
|. 3nd keep their Churches for Gods Foklick. Walken: arrows 
Adverſarics, upon the pretext of their being guilty of, or at leaſt Complices in 
the Rebellion, greatly endeavoured. either to poſſeſs or demoliſh : and judged 
bowever, that their appearance was the likelicft means, to cut off all occaſions 
and pretences for ſuch practiſes.” _- 

+ But they appearing, inſtead, of being legally proceeded againſt,. the afore- 
ſaid Archbiſhop of Str;gonium, and the Biſhop. of Newſtade, together with ſome 
temporal Lords, required of them, | 

-/1, That they ſhould lay down their Eccleſiaſtical Employments, and- ingage 

never to reſume them agais, F 
- Or, 2. Depart the Kingdom, never to return again, nor preach or teack 
therein, upon pain of death and loſs of Eſtates. 

Or, -z. Embrace the Popiſh Religion, denying and forſwearing the Pro» 
teſtants. ; 

Thoſe that were cited the year before, viz. 167. having been ſurpriſed, and 
through fear and frailty condeſcended, ſome to relinquiſh their Miniſtry, others 
toexile, the Papiſts hoped that theſc, or many of them at leaſt, might do the 
like. But they unanimouſly refuſed, judging ſuch compliance, not only as con- 
trary to Gods will in his Word, and againſt their own Confciences.; but alſo a 
betraying the Cauſe of God, his Church, and People, together with their eſta» 
bliſht Laws and Liberties. 

Their Adverſarics perceiving their conſtancy, and reſolution to adhere to the 
Proteſtant Religion, and not comply with their demands; the Fiſcal or Kings 
Solicitor put in a Plea agaiaſt them, in form of Proceſs, wherein he charged them, 
With calling their King an [dolater , preaching againſt the bleſſed Virgin Mary ; and 
tohave ſtirred up the People to Rebellion, and to bave aſſiſted the Rebels, 

But as he failed in the proof of theſe fictitious Crunes, being not able to .pro« 
duce one Witneſs, of approved integrity, to- give teſtimony of theſe things he 
xcuſed them of : ſo. the whole Kingdom knew the contrary, and many - of the 
Papiſts themſelves were abundantly ſatisfied concerning their innocency, For: 
they were not only far remote from the Rebels, and never intermedled- with. 
Kate-Controverſics; bur alſo were ready on all occaſions to purge themſelves of * 
whatſoever Crimes their Adverſaries could lay to their charge, and clear their. 
innocency by many ſufficient Witneſſes, as they often tendered, but never: 
conld be admitted thereto. Can any man of common underſtanding- think: 
them ſo ſenſeleſs, as to appear upon Summons, when they might have: with-: 
drawn themſclves without danger, either of their Lives or Eſtates, if they had: 
becn guilty of ſuch Crimes as were laid to their charge ?. But their innocency- 
and loyalty were ſufficiently defended by their Advocates, in the Court in Hun- 
gary, and by the Lord Bruyninx. Reſident at Vienna for the States General of 
the United Provinces, in his Memorials to the Emperour King of Hungary, which 
tis hoped will ſhortly be-made publick, ſo that their further juſtification is here: ' 
needleſs. ; 
The weakneſs of the F:ſca/s Plea .againſt them. being mage ſo _— _theie 
; | | odges: 
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" \uliges then both Prelatical and Secular uſed all the promiſes and threats poſs 
ble; ito draw the cited Proteſtants to compliance with their. former Propoſitians, 
Which when they perccived to be all in vain, the 4. of April 2674. they prox 
nounced Sentence againſt the Miniſters, that they ſhould loſe their | Lives and 
Eſtates, and the 7. of the ſame Month the like againſt the School]-maſters, - And 
et unrequeſted gave them liberty afterwards, in the City and Suburbs, for 
'n 8 wecks; probably that ſome might fly, and thereby give colour for the 
worlds judging them. guilty, and their Adverſaries perfecuting the reſt of the 
Proteſtants in the Nation; or that ſome at leaſt might in time accept of ſome 
of the 3 Propoſals tendred them. Butſecing none would either fly, or ſub- 
ſcribe any of their Propolitiong, The Judges then tryed to terrifie them with 
Souldiers, and grievous Puniſhments, firſt the Lutherans, many of whom were ' 
fo far overcome (alas ! ) that they ſubſcribed to quit their Functions, and the 
reſt were hurried by the Souldiers into-ſeveral Priſons; then the Calvin/ts,, who 
encrally refuſing to comply, were clapt up, firſt in the Priſons at Preburg, 
and afterwards carried by the Souldiers (who fpoiled ſeveral of them in the 
way) to five other places, where they were all (about 92 ia number) caſt into 
moſt loathſome and ſtinking Priſons. Their Legs were fettered with Turkith 
Chains continually, and they ſo daily driven to the hardeſt labours, and filchieſt 
employments, in cleanfing ditches, emptying Jakes, and the like, forthe ſpace 
.of almoſt a whole year. Being fed with courſe Bread and Water only, deaied 
' all converſe with ——__— eq comforts of Life, their Friends being not permitted 
to relieve them, nor any to ſhew their charity towards them, the Souldiers 
following them continually, forcing them to labour beyond their ſtrength, and 
increaſing their miſeries by their continual cruelties, ceafing not daily with 
firipes and wounds to add affliftion to the afflicted. And as if theſe things had: 
beea too little for ſufferings, befides theſe bodily, and above them al), their 
Souls were alſo ſorely vexed, at Leopoldſtat eſpecially z when they were ſome- 
times drag'd by the hair, ſometimes driven with Pikes and Muſquets to the Po- 
Piſh Maſs and other Worſhip; and when they refuſed to join therein, were 
ſo beaten and wounded, that their innocent blood there cries to Heaven, 
And-as their Perſecutors thus forced them to the Popiſh, ſo they uſed all means 
to: hinder them from, and diſturb them in their own Worſhip; forbidding them 
all praying, and ſinging of Pſalms, and when they did, then howling like Dogs 
continually to diſtrat them. In ſhort, ſo grievous and preſſing above meaſure 
were the miſeries of this impriſonment, that 17 of the- Ausberg Confeſſion revolt- 
de at Comarini, and at Leopoldſtadt 3, and one of the Reformed Religion, whieh 
added no ſmall weight to the aMictions of the reſt, who rather-than fin, 'waited 
with patience Gods time for a releaſe from their ſufferings. REES 94 
Theſe faithful Servants and Confeſſors of Chriſt having endured theſe miſeries,” 
for near a year; the Emperour being to ſend ſome Souldiers into /tely, for the" 
aſſiſtance of the King of Span, the 18. of March 1674 there was 41 ot themta-' 
ken out of ſeveral Priſons, and committed to the Souldiers, whe were ordered 
to carry (or, to ſpeak more truly, drive) them chained and fettered, through! 
Aforavia. Auſtria, Styria, Carniola, Iſbria; and kaly to Naples ; they _— 
now. 


— 
LS 


mi vt wt ww WS tw We OD > © > ma CW OO 00 . þ $s @& 3 > % bt th. 4 


bl» # Y TY WW ew Www oo Tt» $9... 


3 ro Sb =y © 


wy 


C7) 
[ſhowing nothing then, not in all the way, cizber. whither they went; or for” 
What cad. In which-journey of 7 weeks together, the many miſerics they endu- 
-red, would be tedieus.to reckon up, and the greatneſs of them hard to expreſs. 
Being daily preft forward, no weakneſs exempting the floweſt from blows, bur 
driven as Beaſts over the rough Mountains, and through the Mire and. Water in 
the Vallies, :not only inthe day time, but often alſo in the night. Beſides their 
continual hunger (fo much Bread only being allowed-to ten, as would but ſuffice 
one) in this' whole journey, no one day: paſſed. without great wearineſs, faint- 
neſs, and want of reſt, their Legs fetter'd, their Backs beaten, their Bodies 
wounded, their perſons reproached, and their feet frequently through the rough. 
neſs of the way, being bare, leaving the marks of their paſſing in Blood. So 
that two died in the way, before the reſt came to Trieſta in Jfris, where they 
yere robbed of that little they had left, ſtript of their Cloaths, their Beards cut 
off, and the next day Souldiers attire was brought them, and they preſt to ſerve 
the Emperonr in the wars ; which they refuſing to do, were moſt cruelly beaten, 
and naked thus:and wounded brought aboard a Ship in the Port; wherein after a 
weeks ſtay and.crucl uſage, they were brought over the Adriatick, Sea with the 
ſouldiers, to F3ſcarsa in ealy. Whence after 3 days impriſonment, they were 
cared 10 Thiatin, where 6. unable to travel further, (their Chains having ſo 
eaten into their Legs) were left in Priſon, whereof 4 quickly after died, and the 
other two, being recovered, were brought after to Naples: From Thieatinin the way 
zof the Lutherans, unable ary longer to endure theſe miſcries, hid themſelves. 
ud ſo eſcaped thoſe ſufferings, which. remained for the reſt to undergo in the 
way to, and.in the City of Naples, Where the Captain fold them-to the Yice- 
Ig for about 50 Crowns a-perſon, t0-ſerve, the; Speriards, as flayes 'ia their 


Into which afrer'all their hair was cut off,, they were put next day, /2 or z into 
tGallie, chained perpetually, and uſed - no otherwiſe than the condemned Pere- 
ſons are there, .in hard labours, cruel ſtripes, hunger, thirſt, and nakedneſs in 
rwing, with many other miſeries, whereof 5 of the Brethren and Compani-, 
ons in theſe tcibujations died, and ope of them.that ſexved in the Gallizs in Siclpe 
againſt the Prencb, at Siracuſez; the reſt bearing to; abi; day in, their bodies the 
marks of theſe their ſufferings for Chriſt. : 

Beſides theſe, there was afterwards in ly 1675, twenty more Proteſtant: 
Miniſters brought from Kapuvar and Sarvar in Hungary, by other Souldiers: 
(ſent from thence to ſerve the Spaniards in Italy) the ſame way, and uſed much- 

2r0us manner, .as the former were ; ſo that I need not 
telate the particulars. Theſe 20 being. brought to 7: rieſta, were there caſt into- 
Priſon, firſt in the City, and after?in the. Caſtle.. The Captain that brought: 
them, for greedineſs of gain, was twice willing to have releaſed ſome of them- 


for Money, To that they agreed with-him for-their ranfom but though the * 
Money was procured at Venice, yet would he only releaſe the two that were ſent 
at the ſeveral times they agreed the price, both times deceiving: the reſt; being 
ſas was ſaid) cither difſlwaded,, or affrighted by the Jeſuites, that had heard: 


hereof, from letting them go free, upon apy terms. wharſocver, He _—_ 
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"afterwards carried them to Bucars in Dalmatia, where they were fo unmerg 
*Ay uſes, * or' rather abuſed, that 10 of thent revolted, died, and. the re: ſee 
« almoſt 3 Months ſaw no light, and ſometimesor ſeveral: days-together -hadnyg 
*ſo much as Bread and Water for their fuſtinance. . Here they remained in thi 
-miſerable condition, until their Brethren at Naples obtained their liberty, bythe 
"means of Admiral de Ruyter of blefſed memory, the 11. of February 1678... if 
- ---At which time there were there only 26 left alive, : whom after 10 Monghy 
favery in the Gallies there, he releaſed gratis, clothed, and fed 6: weeks jnhig 
_ *Fleet, till he ſent them by an Engliſh Ship' to Venice. | Whither afterwards thoſe 
that were impriſoned at Bucars, and releaſed by command from the Emper 
'alſo came; but as half dead men were brought in Sheets, being neither. ableqg 
go norfſtand,' ſo that one of them died the day after their arrival. © 4 18 
* --And as God was pleafed thus mercifully to look upon the ſore afflictiong ag 
Toffertngs'oFtheſe his Servants, which are zo in'number yer living, | and relgaſe 
them ouroftherr former miſeries;' ſ6 hath: he been graciouſly pleaſed to raj 
theny'vp ſuch Friends,” as have not ſuffered them 'to want, whereſoeverighy 
have come or ſtayed, firice'their releaſment, though inftrange Lands, 16 belle 
in Helvetia, '6 in Germary, and 8 here in England, 4ill-it ſhall: pſeaſe the Albin 
Providence to open a' Door for their return into their own Countty, wr 
the 'Goſpel again there. | | 4 Y 14302 $2 it nl 
\ - Which being their principal deſire, for the accompliſhment thereof, they 
4mploying themſelves, and what Friends they can procure, in petitioning y 
requeſting their Majefties of Great' Britain, Sweden, and Denmark, and'the 
. , Proteſtant Princes in'Germany, together with the Seates of the Low Countries wall 
Switzerland, for their mediation to 'the Emperour, King of Hungary, for 
reſtoring them to their former liberty : which they have graciouſly undertakes 
and 'promiſt-to uſe their! beſt 'endeavours for the procuring thereof. For their 
good ſucceſs herein, it's hoped; thar'as all the Members of the Catholide 
Chorch ought, ſo every good Chriſtian will pray to him, who hath the Heans 
of Kings in his hand, and turns'them as the Rivers 'of Water, which waybe 
| pleaferh, for his own Glory, In which Prayer he deſirgs to join, who hath 
from certain information faithfully drawn this preſent ve. JH! nike 
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